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MOONSTRUCK 


HE three American astronauts who left on a moon mission should be 

back on earth the day this issue is published. If all goes well, and we 
hope it will, they will have accomplished, when these lines appear in print, a 
mission of great courage, endurance and ingenoity—and the USA an unpre- 
cedented technological feat. The hazards were known well before the jour- 
ney was undertaken; that the attempt was still made 1s a measure of both 
technological confidence and human daring. Both command admiration, irres- 
pective of the outcome of the mission. Yet admiration for the spectacular 
should not preclude a calmer judgment of value. The Apollo-6 mission alone 
will have cost some 530 million, apart from the incomparably larger 
expenditure on rescarch and development to make the mission possible, 
The Americans can afford all this and more; the Vietnam wear has been 
costing them, at least until recently, more than twice this amount In a 
single day, H the war has kept certain American industries going. the 
space programme has also given new life to. a declining aircraft indiistry. 
lf the war stops or 1s stepped down, the industry may become more depen- 
dent on such fancy projects as space flights, 

Even in prosperous America there are tasks of much preater relevance 
io its own people which languish for lack of funds. The Vietnam war 
has forced Washington drastically to cut the budgets for such vital pro- 
grammes as education, urban housing and eradication of poverty, parii- 
cularly among Negroes. Even scientific rescarch and development have 
in many cases been starved of adequate financial support, And, of what 
is left after the demands of the war have been met,-an inordinately large 
amount is claimed, and often taken away, by the space boys. Tf the present 
trend. persists, ome in every four science graduate in the USA will secon be 
drafted for space service. Only the ignorant or the gullible believe that 
the space programme is aimed entirely or even primarily at promoting 
science Or making science an instrument of human welfare, At the purely 
scientihc leyel, more information about, and clearer understanding of, 
space and the celestial bodies are undoubtedly of great importunce, But 
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even at that level there are subjects of much greater importance which 
are not being adequately investigated for want of money. Besides, the 
information and understanding that the space programme promises to yield 
could be acquired at much less cost and with much less risk to human life 











than are involved in such projects as 
landing men on the moon, This Is 
the point that Sir Bernard Lovell mad¢ 
in his recent controversial comment 
on the <Apollo-8 flight, Still more 
fundamental is the question whether 
exploration of space is a more urgent 
task than investigation and possible 
solution of problems that afflict ordi- 
nary mortals on. this poor earth. 

it will not do, however, to blame 
the Americans. alone for a distorted 
sense af priorities, They at least have 
certain compulsions of capitalist eco- 
nomy ; what are the Russians trying 
wy prove? The lauter have sometimes 
claimed (hat thetr fabulous successes 
in space have demonstrated the merits 
of the socialist system ; it is depress- 
ine that these merits have not, in 
Russian eyes, found a more inspiring 
demonstration, inspizing, that is. to 
ordinary people who would like to be 
assured of food and shelter on earth 
before dreaming of a castle on the 
moon, Natmnal status symbols. have 
4 habit of bhirring a nation’s view of 
its: real tasks. And why blame the 
Americans and Russians alone? The 
Chinese claimed that their success in 
developing nuclear weapons demons- 
trated the strength of Chairman Mao’s 
thoughts. ‘They may well have need- 
ed to develop these weapons and they 
deserve praise for their remarkable 
technical acconiplishment; but why 
try to invest this accomplishment with 
qualities that should be associated 
with wider. starker and more basic 
human endeavour? 
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Apathy And Consent 


In this season of goodwill and 
merriment will some thoughts turn 10 
te prisoners in Darjeeling and Siiguri 
jails who are on hunger-strike demanc- 
ing classfication as political pnsoners? 
Among them ane leaders of last year's 
Nixalbari movement, Kanu Sanyal and 
Jangal Santal—familiar names in the 
country today. On Christmas Day 
Jangal Santal completed twe months 
of fasting ; Kanu Sanyal was short by 
some days. There are some twenty 
others undergoing a similar ordeal. 
Neither the obstinate refusal by the 
Government to meet their demands 
nor the calculated indiflerence of the 
political parties has been able to break 
their will But there is a lmit to 
what the physique can endure. Nasal 
feeding is a torture to which the jail 
aiithorities are frequently resorling— 
out of what consitieration they alone 





know. The prisoners did net have an 
easy Ume before the Government 


could get at them. Many of them 
undertook the fast almost immediately 
after months. of life as-a fugitive with 
the police constantly on their traul. 
All this has begun to tell on their 
health though certainly oot on spirit. 
Kanu Satyal was removed to hos- 
pital, and even official reports admit 
that he is losmg weight and his 
condition is deteriorating. Jangal San- 
lal is no better; so must be the con- 
dition of some others also. The bu- 
reaucratic capacity for under-statement 
in such matters is unlimited, and for 
all one knows the hunger-strike may 
be fast nearing a tragedy. 

The Government's attitude has been 
determined more by guile than by 
the merits of the demand: In the be- 
ginning it placed Kanu Sanyal and 
Jangzal Santal in a higher category be- 
cause Of their “economic and social 
status”. The Naxalbari leaders saw 
through this design to create a divi- 
sion among the prisoners and demand- 
ed equal privileges for all. Frustrated 
in its attempt, the Government has 
now taken the position that they can- 
not be regarded as political prisoners 
and is quoting chapter and verse in 
support of this absurdity: Even Mr 





Chavan, not a friend of the MaGuL the | 
has not eone this far. For Wa | 
Home Minister has been 
threats and goading the State 
ments to sterner action ; he hig 
ed up the campaign in Parham 
a proposal to assume fresh 1 
powers to curb the Naxalites | 
has aot questioned the polit 
racler of the movement i WN 
or, for thal matier, any MOyOhO do ! 
that kind. He has said, on GRY Lo 
trary, that the activitics: of ia redress 

mists” would have to be Giliiiewen found 
‘politically’ and the chailoniieat hun 
by them would have to be Went T' 
“solving the people’s problemey Pe af sli 
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as possible. There would 1a mers be 
no stir over Naxalbari had t ae, CUO‘ tt 


the symbol of an emerging W 
the country’s politics. Weer 
volatile Governor ts, however 
able of distinguishing between 
bari and Chamba! Valley andi 
to justify the denial of political 
fication to Kanu Sanyal and wih 
malioning them even before tig 
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been held guilty by the calm of po 
police may arrest a persun- detentic 
son—on ‘fafitastic charges, ti iy for: 
doés pot: make him a erin Me tin rt: 


that event the courts would iy Hover} 


redundant.. The miniature j oof the 5) 
very that the Supreme Court] Yeosfide 
ing from time to time of Celmiiexvour | 
in the interest of “public order wi the 
the Preventive Detention Att 4 

how frivolous the police cana . 

Naxalbari prisoners do nal 7 a 
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criminals at the pleasure Of hg 
or the Governor. 


The attitude of the burcateiione we 
understandable; In the presents Seu pol 
stances, it. cannot perhaps bg teachin 


wise. But the United From 
have behaved differently. Init 
appears to have becOme a par 
conspiracy of silence ovor 
happening in Siliguri and Day 


Hers... in 


jails. Certain Press reports TiO 
standing, it is doubtful if thé Rim Was! 
formally endorsed the demani Milly gO 


Naxalbari prisoners. The (ee 
at ‘all made, was belated and 
fore, reluctant, None of the UP} 
has thought it necessary 10 gay 
separately in support of the 
prisoners. The CPI may be i 
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he Naz iM Motivation, here ne alsa PUL info practice. But there need be to have set Up an office in New Dell 

R Puticlear, It may-not have no confusion about the general direc- having stritigs with some Bombay firm 
en ty a volly by a sudden access tion of Indian policy. ( reportedly | producing ingredients of 
Slate g ii vencern: the itch to Some people accused Mrs Gandhi napalm. So the other anti-guerilla 
ic has} Pie CPI(M) may have been Of equivocation when she said during weapon might not be in short supply. 
tliame S Anyway, such formal sup- her South-Bast Asian safari that the Military assistance apart, recession- 
sh [og mish joutly or scparately, security of the region was guaranteed hit Indian industrialists are now try- 
ites, suing unless backed by a by the super-Powers and that Souder in.a way Out of the mess. So the 


patighes Shawls. This the UE is East Asian countries should themselves Indian diplomats in South-East Asia 


im NE Biemudiding, The UF lead- tackle the problem of ‘subversion’, are: bemg instructed to study the mar- 
moverne Hamat sccm to lose any op- Sut she in fact summarised the lesson ket conditions of the assigned country 
On is mill on the Governor to Of the decade’s liberation wars and and supply the necessary commercial 
f thes ne ef their gricvances, have vat of U.S.-Soviect detente which pec- intelligence. Dependent as they are 
> Cut MAA tine 10 disctiss the eight- ple trained in the cold war school find on foreign capital the Indian capitalists 
cogs | Piinversirike wiih the Gov- difficult to understand In a world are trying to export capital goods or 
be ma there would have been a where interests of the super-Powers textile, jute and paper manufactures. 
‘lems Sraaiements had the fasting converge military blocs fike NATO At a time when cotton and jute miils 
cl hay meonged fo any of the UF and SEATO are outmoded, It might have to be closed down for lack of 
dot Hig A iniormly callous attitude be convenient for domestic reasons 10 raw material and. markets, when mil- 
he re Gwsuined by ihe Front to- raise the bogey of Chinese hordes over- lions cannot afford 4 strip of loth, 
Vest he Iss “ sinvolving the Nuxalites. cunning Me rice-bowl of Asia but the India is going to,ushey in an era of ¢o- 
cover g ' lo has been cansed by the rulers of South-Fast Asian countries operation by founding textile mills in 
ween @ . ment’s atinouncement know it fully well that the threat 0 Malaysia, Still more sickening is the 
and ae , to past practice, the pa- their rule comes from their own hun- attempt to boost the purchasing power 
litical % mim woilkl not be released ery people. In such a situation the of the client nations hy offering cre- 
nd otj Me wlection this time as they presence of foreign troops to fight the dits and grants while Indian debt per 
ro the Melievers at election: the imaginary Chinese threat would only head has passed the Rs. 100 mark. 
compre nn cal wotkers in preven- expose their puppet character and bas- And this is, we are told, the ‘coonomic 
tt —<iir Bion At ctiniitials have been ten their doom. Amencins, to be diplomacy’ India Is going (Oo pursue, 
SOU ellen, The pariiamentary sure, would now think twice cven if 
rire fapport with tie Govern- they, are invited to fight for “demo- 
ld hati Suvilite philistiniam. It is racy’ on Asian soil, So the best Up Awainst Whont ? 
irs jad saphe sin which Mr Ohavan courss, as Mfrs Gandhi suggested, © 
rt is 0 vn ally hone for cooperative would be to keep them in the 
Cerenug Pov the Centro and the State background with their vague gua- The leftist leaders arranged through- 
orders | A la returned to power. rantee of Asian security and inten- out last week “massive” protest rallies 
Act § sify, with their aid and advices, anti- against the reprisal measures adopted 
“an Diy , people policies in the name of tackling by the Central Government after the 
iat Bae ty reign P li , Subversion., The policy is as logical September |9 strike of its employees. 
of the pECin ®t < Oley as the policy of a ruling class should We are assured that we would see 
| : a ul! * = 
be. South-East Asian countries would more such rallies this week too, The 
route rit wo Comploined that Indian of course co-operate in this business unceramonious withdrawal of the work- 
sent cif tity, apart from preaching of fighting ‘subversion’. Witness Indo- to-rule operations after the partial 
s bed any of Buddha, Gandhi and Burmese collaboration in suppressing token strike and the pleadings of 
Fronts muived no action but only insurgency, Thai-Malaysian co-opera- the leaders for reasonableness which 
indeed Momtion tO others’ actions havé tion in napalming people. This can they expect from the Union Ministers 
Party i fo dincret!. India, no matter be done through bilateral pacts with have however taken all the. sting off 
ver’ WA Ppertion Gf her currency isin out joining any military pact im the such rallies. and threats: of bigger 
Danjat hands or how many sectors of full clare of publicity, movements, It would net hurt the 
rts To lt fre remote-controlled Thanks to fabulous defence spend- Governmerit employees. much if they 
the OF Pameiin wid Moscow, is al- ing India is mow claiming to be self- care to see for thenwelves what sort 
mind ay phme to B duis her policy (o- sufficient in small arms if not in any of reasonableness thetr employers 
pestin ee twenty-six heads of Indian basic necessities of life. So India can possess and, if they Insist on consli- 


and, th . missions In South and assist the embattled South-East Asian tutional fights, they ought to know 


- ON \ Asia met recently in New nations with the essential ‘counter- what the leaders of the country think 
O COM ie ily with this purpose. msurgency’ weapons as well as tram- of the Constitution, 

the t ist Fomerped out of the con- ing. The world’s only napalm prm- “Government servants”, said Mr K 
fe an ee Mil he better revealed when ducing firm, Dow Chemicals, is said Hanumanthaivya at Jaipur on Decem- 
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ter 15, “enjoy sovereign powers and 
herelore shoulil not abuse sove- 
reien powers. When they join the 
services, they will have to behave Hke 
model ciivens because they exercise 


Parl Of the soverciuniy which is invest- 
co in Government” Sovereignty of 
Ine Government! It could have been 
A clip of the longue, bul the proclama- 
ion Of the Essential Services: Mainten- 
atice Ordinaice to throttle the Septem- 
ber stike should dispel all such comfort- 
thle doubis. The logic of the argu- 
ment, the pist of which was that the 
Government employees. had no pnt 
i) strike, may sound fantastic but it 
happens to be the opinion of Mr 
Hanumanthaiya, the Chairman of the 
Adminisiralive Reforms Connnission, 
who forall one knows may insist on 
the incorporation of some such logic 
in the reformed administrative frame. 

Mr V¥, C, Shukla, the Minister of 
Selita = Fiome Affairs, while he pilot- 
ed ihe Exsentia! Services Maintenance 
Bill, an that it wis intended to wean 


uWiy the employees from political 
parties. Evidenily he has no particu- 
lar tégard for another fundamental 


eht—the right of association. His 
bass Mr Chavitn, however invoked 
ie sanctity of this very tight and could 
nol har) a) RSS and communal 
Muslin organisavon, 

Por ihe FS cate employees, 
harder duys gre ahead. Mr Desai was 
siirprised fO learn the other day that 
empioyees paid for overtime He 
has promised to look up the matier 
and Wondered how 


cOvermment eém- 
ployees. wiioare 24-hour servants, gct 


piid Jor Gvertinie. Tt should not sar- 


prise the employees > Mr Desai, after 
coking up the matter, savs that the 
enrmployers have no “ish to. 6 Baluries 
vlthey ‘because they happen ta he 24- 
hour ROVETHINCHE servants The em- 
ployees should pet prepared heretofore 


fo meet all travel expenses 
Of transfer, for isn't thei r 
Ihe rides. described 
Not that the provision of overtime 
alowances is never abused, E-very- 
body knows that movernment officers 
Ube pubhe money, through such allow- 
ices, 10 make themselves popular 
basses and besiow overtime jobs. on 
only their favourites, But the enyploy- 
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ces will be pained to know the: con: 
ext if which Mr Desai got his -sur- 
prise. Asked how he would meet the 
of Rs. 289 efores in the budget, 
he suid he would cut down on infrtic- 
uous expenditiires, of which the pro- 
vision Of overtime allowances. happens 
to be one, Ii mentioning here 
that overtime allowances paid this year 
‘ire just Rs, 24.31 Ig 


Pith 


needs 


cis—spread over 


Bx months and all over the country. 
The employees cannot be given need- 


based wages because there are poores 
people in the country, said Mr. Desai 
earincr. jINow he: would not:allow mea- 
addilons. of overtime allowances 
i) their miscrable paypackets because 
he lias to meet his budget, Tax collec- 
ons meanwhile continue to be done 
lit the same old way. income tax 
trrears still amount to Rs. 600 crores. 


Ere 


Birla House 


It is all so unreal. but it tallies with 
the tnreal character of New Delhi. 
Politicians of all hues, several] Members 


OF Partiament included, are currently 


Heiteting in the capital. They are de- 
mandine that Birla House: where 
Niibaliia Gandhi was assassinated 


lwenly-One years ago be taken over by 
ing Stale; One from aménest the mot- 
icy crowd is reportedly on fast for bol- 
Stering the cause, Pressure groups 


being pressure 
ment of India would seem to have 
aiready halfconceded the demand: 
the Limon Minister of State for Works 


groups, the Govern- 


and Housing has made un annourice- 
ment that, even if not the entire pro- 
perly, a pdrt of the grounds where 


assassin’s’ bullet 
appropriated on behalf of 
This has not satisfied the 
who are maintaining 
that Birla House in 
should be acquired. Much quasi- 
metaphysical verbiage is being expend- 
cd on defining the exact spot where 
Gandhiyi died, whether his last breath 
fiickered away while he was still lying 
On the grass, or after he had been 
carried inside the building. 
These politicians are badly 


Giandhiji. fell by the 
would be 
the nation 
realots, ihe 
view 


in need 
education, but 


miayde itis already too late in the day. 


entirety 


ubly toward final collapse”) 9m 
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“Yoo 1) oi ieties Of London lust year. placed orders for agricultural chemi- China. They are of course splended 
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cw Delhi Poumioy Fair, hele last 


month. fo awhieh the Cultural Revolution was of raw silk, more than at the lust Fair. 
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SSO Bmevolition was ready to. sell 1 hey placed orders for 1,3 million The exnibriion side ef the Fair was 
my could Uy mr One did Chim hand, véte- tons of Canadian wheat also inipressive, As the Review re- 
Birlas Chia Cio Fairs. decided it was The Chittese soli a considerible parted, “Chinese machinery was on 
emnitnd lor il Reerer i ahndst everyone of amount of animal by-products like view, and some visitors were impress- 

ki: SO Me Merchants shared his view. hides and skins, casings and wool. ed by the rater of equipmemt which 
BE nig Sei atriking aspect of Chinese The world rice price being weak they the Chinese now produce. Many of 
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 Propenyi Beit chemicals. The total selling their rice. Tea was. sold and which suggests that indistry has per- 
Oo be paid Mae) sules ty China contract- sale of Chinese medicine. accordine hans been legs disturbed by this Year's 
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by 
Indian National Diesel Engine Co. Ltd. 


Dype—PH I Type—PH 2 
Single Cylinde: Pwin Gylinder 
¢—t.? BHP —l564 RH? 


lo F000) RPM hO00— POO RPM 


AIR COOLED DIESEL ENGINES 


Fixed or Variable Speed and Clutch Assy at choice, 
Additional Flalf Speed Shalt for Slow Drive. 

4. Cuonlorms to BSS G49 / 1958. Also LSS 101 /1960. 

7, Fergusson Road, Worli, Bombay 18. 

Oh Latele Russel Street, Calcutta-I6, 

l7o/l, Mount Road, Madras-?. 

8, Parliament Street, New Delhi. 

Hall & Anderson Building, 31, Ghowringhee Rel, Calontta-16. 








View from Delhi 


The Lost | mage 


from A Powrriear (CORRESPONDENT 


Fr a | . me = 4 a 
HE Government's unage needs a 
Hew veneer on the: eve of the 


mult-general election. Mr ‘Chester 


Bowles, who is leavine India shortly, 
and Mr Skachkov ted to play Santa 
Claus with New Delhi this € ‘hristmas 
eve but the Fouth Plan is stitl in the 


doldrums, The cancellation of the 
Prime Minister's tHecting with the 


Deputy Prime Minister and the De- 
puly Chairman of the Pi; amning € 


sources was dramatic. 
between the Finance Ministry and the 
Planning Conimission have reached the 


poimt of no return. ‘Bur a Plan, if 


knocked together in good lume, would 
prove the best supplement: ary élection 
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manifesto for the Congress in the n 
Nevertheless, 
ment has to think of new gimmicks. 

¢ the plan to revalue 
the rupee, marginally that is, and time 
announcement 
political adVaritage 
such a revaluation would 
illusion that the economy is now stable 
afd. the rupee BAG “Sade stronger. Al 


the Govern- 


~om- 
mission fixed for Friday (December 
£0) to distiiss the plan size and re 
The differences 


hal the tupece would not fe devatnes 


The Congress leadership is more or 
less agreed now that the 
of the Snes proved the party's undo- 
1967 elections, 
of af] the three muskeleers of the de- 
Sachin Chau- 
dhuri, Mr C. Subramaniam and Mr S. 
RK. Patil, is not cfiough to retrieve the 
lost image of the Congress, 

The exercises now on in the econo- 
ministries in New 
the proposed revaluation of the 
Mr MeNimiara is heres to hz 
the Government 
undervalued at the moment. wiih J in- 
deed was worse than successive deva- 
Gy some queer logic he is 
convinced New Delhi 

revaluation of the 
rupee would have a favourable effect 


devaluation 


The defeat 


Delhi are for 


ee Lo have 


it is hard to grasp how. 


“Subversive Activities” 

ne Home Ministry is aap 
1 OWN exercise, to bring the Naxalite 
croups within the purview of the Un- 
(Prevention) 
(which, One presumes, doesnot cover 
unlawful thoughts 
Mr Chavan 
stand that political parties cannot be 
batined under the existing law and the 
Government does not believe in ban- 
A shift in the Govern 
ment’s thinking was indicated in the 
Mr Chavan hinted 





ning parties. 


Lok Sabha when 










at legisiation to curb “subvert a © Or 
vities.” ke th: 
The Unlawful Activities mpwien 
lion) Act covers. only Organioall p dems 
sionist activity and the Mizo fl ¥ aE 2 






























































Front is the only organisatiimy Barly 
been banned under the Ae pete 
was passed as part OF the a li S Mr 


for lifting the State of Emey ipand of 


the Defence of India Rules, 7 nots 

Now that the Essential § ft Hons: 
(Maintenanee) Act will ‘talk youn. 
subversive activities by Cent ) who I 
ployees like going on toket itl seonve 
Mr Chavan’s attention js on oi myer nat 


munist extremists. The stil kext as 
eflicieney and clock-like prodigies Itt 10 
which agents provocatcurm [ie OF Vv 
set putting wp Maoist poster ijameme an & 
as far removed as ‘Bombay af E hluck : 
habad could only mean tif eh cont 
immaculate White Paper of © Pot the 


zarilal Nanda type is coming! Tyroug 
fication of a countrywide pyos | 


On extremists. Acts of cna 
do not come a million suile, 
litical activily of any ‘group & 
credited to Naxulites: and ie 
Officials admit that it is so, 
What would indeed make IY 
lation to bring political puri 
groups within the purview af] 


lawful Activities Act would hel po 
party consensis that Mr \ thre! 
Would ‘seek shortly, For pig WV figains 
the proposed law, the conmmlil Slime | 


tremists may not be recardeyi me 68 
political party and curbs og : 
would not amount to restritit 
political activity. More and qi ical par 
joining the chorus for such aem Siri 
no party in Parliament can y minent 
the move if the Home Ministet ree. 
ulises it with his wstal care And this 
For all its fury marked byg ele 
tic walk-out and the tearing | ml par 
copies Of the Bill, the left oh 
eave in tamely over the leg we Per! 
banning strikes by Central oti 
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osters Ina Ma auention was diverted from chance. Let the Nixon Administra- York for mstance, The Cabinet is 
ibay and 4 Mi The leftist ‘parties tion be hailed in advance for its neither bipartisan nor does it contain 
| thet an mtrol the trade unions might “extra dimension”. This is a term any prominent Repulican with the ex- 
tr Of thi Phe Gil denounced in Parlia~ the President-clect himself used im ception of Governor Romney ol 


oming ify mova their spokesmen but presenting his Cabinet before a natione Michigan and Governor Volpe of 
jé oracle mM Ue move to Organise any wide television audience. No other Massachusetts. Nixon has long talk- 


enne i tit outside. After the President-elect tn history has done a ed of a talent hunt fer his Cabinet, 
miles rei Aof, i might be the State television show, announcing his Cabi- but when it was finally announced it 
Gup ro h fm Malt, the public sector net, but then Nixon has become a was found to be a bland assortment 
id in int then poivate industry, President at an unusual time and he Of lawyers, businessmen, cronies and 
0, Met name Of maintaining cssen- is also an unusual President—once Republican politicians whose political 
ake ony) frees. The new-look Unlawful beaten twice smart. ambitions had reached a dead end. 

| partes mAet will be there ‘soon to In introducmg exch Cabinet mem- In fairness to Nixon, it mitist be 
w of ty en) ner laws, ber before a prime time television mentioned, however, that. some of his 
itd be fh f all ey parties: perhaps audience Nixon used the term “extra While House atdes—Cabinet members 
Mr ‘I Mali they launched a move- dimension”. This, he said. was the —have “extra dimensions”, that is 
t Pires Seen ie Bill, they would not criterion which tilted the balance of they lend extra inches ta Nixon's 
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carded mid-term polls, Or if they Joole at the extra dimensions of some academic circles where his prestige 
‘bs on @ Pe iboyement, jt might overtake of the candidstes: ‘Secretary of State has been traditionally Jow, “Henry 
striction yf | The only dividend the Rogers, the “best necotiator® (it Kissinger, Paol MeCracken, David 
ried mene sal pu ties pot for the working does not meatier at all whether he hadl. Moynihan and Lee DoBridge are well- 
hy aetoy fon iho wint@ér session is the ny (orcien policy experience nor Known Names in their respective fields, 
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| first time. in history that » Presiden 
A Mel. P. Sinch’s letter to used television (0 announce his Cabine 

me pvernments On Naxalife | J ~*~ gnd to present its members and their 

ate Referred to in this column SS™Ce about for a jong time is his views, It was a news event packar- 
mt) finks “up with what Mr ‘*lifornia pal, Richard Milhaus Nixon, ed like a conimercial TV show. Clean- 

Ped in the Lok Sabha and the ‘rt he acted as his aide through rain shaven Nixoi entered smilingly like a 

hit Ministry is engaged in. and shine), and Secretary of the Inte- television emcee and spoke lines which. 
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most gullible, were well-rehearsed in 
advance. The same style of carefal 
appearance under controlled condi- 
tions of a well-laid owt stage that 
marked Nixon's campaign featured 
his first act as President-clect. Joe 
Alsop, the famous colummist covering 
Nixon's campaign, is reported to have 
growled; “Look at him—just like a 
Irained chimpanzee, I would love to 
see him scratch once !" For Nixon, 
it appears that the projection of the 
right image through the mass media is 
going to be a prime concern. The 
Cabinet presentation on TV is just 
the beginning, 

As McLuhan, the controversial 
expert on mass media once said, the 
medium is the message, and as we 
watched Nixon on television, we felt 
that a new chapter is going to open 
in American politics, Advertising 
techniques would from now on be 
deliberately and claborately used to 
“scl!” the President and his policies 
On a scale never attempted before. It 
should be pointed out that Eisen- 
hower, Kennedy and Johnson also 
had expert advice on television ap- 
pearance. but what was a side acti- 
vity is now beime converted into a 
central institution of the political 
process. Il is going to be increasing- 
ly difficult to separate appearance from 
truth, rhetoric from reality. In so 
far as the policies and premises of 
the policies are concerned, there will 
he little or almost no change, but an 
iilusion of change will be created 
through careful advertising campaigns 
at the service of the President’s office. 
Appropriately, a White House aide 
of the President-elect is a former 
Vice-President of the world’s largest 
advertising’ agency. 


Sweetness and Light? 

Some critics of Nixon, however, 
argue that Nixon has to achieve some 
substantive chanees which his adver- 
ising experts may blow up as big 
changes. Their speculation is that 
Nixon would fike to see the end of 
the Vietnam war as a fpambit for 
popularity. Assuming that Nixon 
succeeds in ending the Vietnam war, 
it would be foolish to believe, how- 
ever, that an era of sweetness and 
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light will follow. A glimpse of Nixon's 
approach to foreign relations can be 
had from his thinking on defence. 
During campaign, his aides had an- 
nounced that Nixon hoped to spend- 
ing $67 billion on defence by his 
fourth year in office. Aides said that 
this figure which assumed a Vietnam 
peace, includes $10 to $15 billion 
for rebuilding and policing Vietnam 
and the remaining $72 to $77 billion 
for “non-Vietnam spending’. This 
projection entails an increase of up 
to 60 per cent in “non-Vietnam 
spending” over the current level of 
$48 billion. Nixon's aides argued 
that these boosts im defence spending 
can be accomplished wrhout further 
taxauon, for the projected national 
growth would produce an additional 
525 billion in federal revenues per 
year. 

If these figures are true, then it is 
clear that Nixon is: going to yield not 
only to the Pentagon’s demands for 
more nuclear missiles and anti- 
‘missiles but also for conventional 
weapons «and training of armics in 
“friendly” countries in farflung parts 
of the world. To the “military-in- 
dustrial complex”, Nixon appears 
to be a push-over. But before we 
begin to blame Nixon, we should re- 
member that his predecessors too 
could not fight the power of this 
complex. It is often forgotten that 
John F, Kennedy campaigned on. the 
Issuc Of “missile gap” when, many 
experts argued (including McNamara 
himself), there was mone, It is one 
of the ironies of recent history that 
Nixon revived this campaign ghost 
with talk of “security pap”. As 
Senator McCarthy said during the 


campaign: we have enough nuclear 
weapons fo kill cach Russian three 
times over and the Russians have 


enough weapons to kill 1s one and 
a half time over. What do we need 
mOre missiles for unless we want 
to kill cats too? 

The military-indnstrial complex 
feeds itself on the paranoid core of 
American politics. While warnings 
have often been sounded in public, 
neither JFK nor Johnson could stand 
up against the pressure of this com- 
plex. Johnosn had to agree to a 
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“thin” system of anti-ballist 
although he and his Defeng 
tary knew that this was Only muy <: 
age of money which wou er on: 
further wastages. The i 5 
could not be stopped by Keng 
Johnson ; under Nixon, 
will be regularly greased, 
The interesting item of 
expenditure that Nixon pet 
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avin made another poiml: 
Mivon Administration had talk- 
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Mod their accomplishments. The 
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Eayscmatically undernourished 
Dinoressivnal hostility has. pro- 
Pmmily 650,000 units in the past 
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countries. 

So, the prognosis of use next four 
years by this correspondent ts that 
there will be no change in the basic 
contours of the domestic or foreign 
policies. But there will be a change m 
style. Modem salesmanship and 
advertising techniques have now come 


to stay. Nixon’s will be an ideal-type 
of image politics, Even when there 
is no or fitthe change, Nixon will pro- 
ject the image of a Vast change. His 
carefully controlled use of the mass 
media will be the. “extra dimension” 
of his Administration. The show has 
just begun. 


The Middle Of A Play 
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(TBE curtains have not perhaps 
finally rung down on the be- 
wildering Czechoslovak drama. There 
was the first act with Dubcek kissing 
pretty girls, the palavering al Brati- 
slava; in the second act came the 
Russian tanks, the talk of resistance in 
the streets and the one-hour general 
strike. The third act, of cowarilice, 
compromise and lies is just over. Lights 
are now on, there is a good deal of 
shuffling of feet and munching of pop- 
com and yawning and idly wondering 
how it is all going to end. ‘Well not 
quite the season’s best bul, then, 4 
change from the other, marathon Vict- 
nam show, 

Time was when one country attack- 
ed another one was 
stronger and would like to have exer- 
cises (and whatever the other has). 
So perverse are the times we live in 
that even violence and murder have 
lost their innocence. Now a bigger 
country bombs a smaller one for the 
sake of freedom and sends tanks and 
soldiers in the nate of soctalism. 
Even the Nazi acts of aggression with 
calls for living space and the rights 
of a superior race were so much less 
bizarre, 

The corruption. is not merely lin- 
ouistic. If is profoundly and relent- 
lessly moral. Listen to all the argu- 
ments for and against the Invasion of 
Czechoslovakia and one feels they are 
4 net stretched across an abyss, 

Leave alone what our rightist friends 
and Congress liberal hacks say. The 
outstanding characteristic of all mghtst 
thinkiny has been a spectacular col- 
tion of animal cunning with a lack of 
cormal intelligence. What they say 
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und do may only be a subject. matter 
of socio-anthropological study side by 
side with the mating habit of iguanas. 
But just to listen to the apologists 
for the Soviet aggression is to face 
menta) depravity und a lack of ordi- 
nary mord] sense. [he very prose 
reeks of the rot, the muasma, the 
stench of eguivocation: the decision 
could not have been an easy one... tt 
will perhaps be regretted most by the 
Government of the Soviet Union and 
the other socialist nations who cer 
tainly would have uvoided such an 
eventuality if any other course were 


open to them... the fuil facts are not 


yet available about the danger which 
forced the Soviet Union and her allies 
to concliide that failure to act would 
mean the abetment of the reactionary 
forces and anti-socialist tendencies in 
Czechoslovakia and disruption of the 
socialist camp which could trreparably 
damuve peace in Europe and provoke 
the forces of world war... This 
should not be Ignored by those who 

clack clack clack, sayeth the 
parrot, This is what Orwell called, 
speaking of the New Switesmart, the 
mentality of a harlot. One needs lis- 
ten to this if only to understand 
Hannah Arrendt’s thesis On the bana- 
lity of evil, that the Nazis who operat- 
ed gas ovens for the Jews in the morn- 
ing were all perfectly normal people 
who kissed their wives, loved their 
children, spent their Sunday poltering 
about in the garden:and held hands 
under the moon. 

Those who have spoken against the 
action have been at pains 10 regret 
the comparison with Hungary (nobody 
seems to have mentioned the uncanny 
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similarity with the Munich Settlement). 
Oh no, not at all—since we had 
swallowed whole the Soviet line at 
that time, still believing im the papal 
infillibility of Khrashchey. The de- 
fence of the Soviet State was al stake 
then, the capitalist dogs could have 
attacked Soviet Russia, the spulniks 
had not yet gone up (as one gathers, 
(he sputniks were a kind of super 
H-Bomb), ordinary party members 
were being murdered by known fascists 
(translation : ordinary people killed 
some members. of the -sécret police). 
In all these arguments (used by 
Frontier—Editor) one thing does not 
find menhon. That the nights we 
grant to Cuba, to the Deminican Ke- 
public and Vietnam were equally 
applicable to Hungary, that the way 
ihe Hungarian people warted to live 
wus Uterr business and if we did not 
like it we had to lump it. Marx must 
have turned in his grave to hear of a 
communist republic sending tanks to 
another communist State in defiance of 
tho overwhelmingly popular govern- 
ment, arresting the Prime Minister and 
then shooting him without tral, all 
in the mame of the defence of the 
socialist system. But then Marx was 
the greatest [ree-thinker Of his time, 
an intellectual par excellence and 
would have probably been equally 
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nauseated by the canine devotion and 
the inquisition mentality of his adhe- 
renis, The Czechoslovak tagedy has 
now given birth to the -doegtrine of 
conditional sovereignty which mm sheer 
bréatlitaking brazenness and gall, oul 
matches the infamous Monroe Doc- 
irine. 

The blue-collar communists, the 
activists, are of course encrusted with 
& diferent brand of faith: Yes, socia- 
lism was being eroded away in Cze 
choslavakia. Yes the fascists were 
raising their heads (don’t you know, 
some Czech intellectual said that he 
was happy Israci won the war with 
the Arabs? Doesn't it prove that 
they are all fascists >? The fact that in 
all probability the intellectual mught 
have been Jewish and should there- 
[ore retain sOme Instinctive sympathy 
for this tragio race, the fact that Sartre 
also said the same thing, from a-simi- 
lar sympathy probably, does nol occur 
lo any). But what righi the 
soviet Union have to interfere when 
she herself has allowed similar cornip- 
tion of socialism? Again absent is 
any mention of the fact that Czecho- 
slovakia has the same rights as Cuba, 
Vietnam or any State, that contiguity 
lo any communist Stele cannot rob a 
country of the right to determine its 
internal alfairs. Apparently, had 
Sovict Russia been ideologically pure, 
as China supposedly is, it would have 
been quite alright to invade Czechoslo- 
vakia. This is neither Marxism, nor 
momity not even realpolitik. This is 
just plan political Calvinism. 

The faity of course finds it difficult 
lo understand the mental processes of 
the committed. But one can at least 
hope that after 1956, alter Hungary, 
dfter the great Sino-Soviet schism, a 
little more air and sunlight would 
emier ‘Marxism’. Orwell said in 1945 
that ten years hence if might be as 
dangerous to praise Stalin as it was to 
condemn then; but that would not be 
progress, fOr nothing is gained by 
teaching. the parrot a new word, But 
then Orwell was only a fascist hyena 
and Beria the real noble Marxist. 
When Trotsky spoke of thé penminent 
revolution, that: was proof enough that 
he was in the pay of the White Rus- 
sans. Now Mao speaks of the same 
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concept in a different lahuiin 
that. is the immer core of Marit 
Cultural Revolution im Chita} 
ed as a great ‘device for preva 
bureaucratisalion of the revalif 
creation Of a priviléged Cliss# 
up the revolution, Djtlas wht 
same thing and he became g 
vod liar. The USA is corn 
evil, hooked on power and 
war on Vietnam has loosed 
storm of protest in that cou 
Oo autocratic President his 
from politics and the youth) 
nation is sundered; many a af 
heard from the Soviet people) 
Ihe invasion of Czachoslovakim 
that matter the richsincke i 
Moscow 1s handing out to ‘Han 
inability to digest any Of they 
questions is what has made @ 
porury Marxism such a @of 
stench. It is a great thing, 
Groucho Marx might have “i 
great revolutions, from that of 
and Castro, have been buill 
faith than on a devastating lao 
All this leads to an ceric th 
probably not all of us tom) 
thought of a political and socnil 
lution from an active moral sen 
bably the great motivating {ag 
most of us is simple jealvisy 
pathological, almost sexual, POW 
Chat is why probably reyelutiony 
lg endl up by replacing the 
of the capitalist with thal of theg 
eyed clerk in a cold oom of 
building. That at least is whe 
Ieftists im this country aye ‘I 
cheerful example of high Uhinkii 
high living. 
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due to 
eed mistard oil are un- 
my asad hing. But ali this 
Maivityion the part of Calcutta 
ii somehow rings hollow, 


aim when wl shades of coun- 


mie Mayor, the now out Com- 
fir and the Police Chief are so 
nat out adulteration. ft camn- 
ice wit that all this sudden 
Pi vie 10 the ertirely natural 
Mi Wbkand sundry to improve 
Mie ikiote the people now 
Pion ure coming, 

ie Culeuttan has learned to 
meridiy. He has also learned 


Uk tc Widden meanings behind 


) Adilieration of mustard oil, 
Peis ey old if not older than 
Corporation, Even in my 
My which was two score: years 
Memember that our fandlord, 
i. doctor, used to Lol his mus- 
Mion the Atipore Jail where 
Hlisies Wete stipposed to be 
the convicts yoked to the 
Whether this was true or the 
PmMWeY simpler and more 
ees Tdo not know. But 
On fis been there all along, 
Phen fon friends doing re- 
Pte University College of 
ped Technolosy how the che- 
mil frequently make a litle 
Peet monty by analysing 
Diviously adulterated, to find 
mor hey wenild stand testing. 
min, Hobody believes the Cor- 
Merany of the official busy- 
Mil beable to do anything, 
Mgt fo Dive up mustard oil for 
Poms Oo have fallen on flal 
SMe) one cynical comment by 
Wi citiven was that all this 
son WuUsiand oi} was inspired 
ma miOre but the desire to jack 
mera Vanaspali and proundnut 
Pimiy two sithstitutes which can 
Pip ithe Bengali household in 
Hutter oil, There could be 
fii in ji thar one cares to like. 
Se One ing is sure. In ten 
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days time nobody Is going to root out 
an evil persisting for decades, 

Adulicration, is part of a general 
evil, the desire of the Indian business- 
fan to make a quick paisa, somehow, 
anyhow, Those who do not cheat in 
weights. and measures and quality, 
cheat in taxes and those who do not 
do this also simply cheat their workers. 
The exceptions who do not by and 
large do these things are rare indeed. 
Which brings us to the question as to 
whether something drastic should or 
can be done, Of course summary 
punishment was promised fo such peo- 
ple by the late Prime Minister Jawa- 
harlal Nehru. All this is now a lor- 
gotten chapter, For some time some 
people used to remind him of his pro- 
mises. Now there is no One to be 
reminded of his promises too, it seems. 
Was it a ‘point’ of the United Front’s 
programme last time to check adulte- 
ration of foodstufls? But precious 
litde was done about it, 

$ it 

in these columns I had commented 
some time back about the amusing 
proposal of some confectioners for 
exporting rosogollas to foreign coun- 
trics, makimg fon of it in my ignorance. 
[ should have known better, particu- 
larly as IT had observed on another 
Gecasion that whatever the British left 
us, they mever gave us a sense of 
humour. 

Gomme through reports of Parliament 
recenlly Iwas quite taken aback to 
read of a discussion on rasovdllas of 
all things in the Rajya Sabha, Aceord- 
ing to Comrade Bhupesh Gupta, as the 
reports go, rosogollas made the Ben- 
galis what they are. Not their political 
awareness, culture, education or any- 
thing, mind you, but just rosogolias 
which have been banned on and off 
during the past few years. 

Welcome support, it appears, came 
from Mr Raj Narain of the SSP who 
suggested the appointment of culinary 
experts for exporting rosogollas in large 
quantities, forgetting perhaps that the 
country has mot enough milk for ils 
children. But Comrade Bhupesh Gupta 
of course was more of a patriot. He 
wanted the whole of India lo taste of 
rosogallas first before sending them 
out. Naturally the fittest place for 
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such a plan for popularising rosogollas 
should start in Parlrament House and 
il 1s Not to be surprised (hat Comrade 
Bhupesh Gupta expressed the hope 
that rosogollas would be available in 
Parliament House. The assurance was 
quick to come from the Vice-President, 
Mr V. V. Giri, that rosogollas would 
be available in Parliament House, 

No doubt Comrade Gupta must 
have felt pleased that rosogoila cul- 
lure was petting established in New 
But perhaps.a few others of 
his compatriots would feel équally 
happy at the exercise. 

te re 

Among the various mifluences which 
show bow a foreign cullure is penetra- 
ting any place, is sport, Witness our 
sports, practically all inherited from 
the British. The popularily of cricket 
can be seen on Calcutta’s: Maidan dur- 
ing winter on Sundays and holidays 
with groups of young men dotting the 
entire Maidan, playing cricket of 
sorts, On a casual stroll one morn- 
ing, however, ii was a surprise to find 
that apart from the cricket enthusiasts 
on one stretch of the Maidan alone 
here were as many as six teams seri- 
ously playmg baseball, the American 
gume Which failed to make any head- 
Way In afy country which has passed 
through British influence. The player: 
were mostly from a section of society 
who have practically no political 
power. But perhaps instinctively they 
are turning to the ways of the masters 
to be, 

¥ i 

A triend decided on a sudden im- 
pulse {0 goto a matince show of a 
popular picture one Sunday. All the 
tickets were sold out and he was think- 
ing what to do next when he was 
approached by a man Offering a 
Rs. 1.50 ticket for Rs, 2.00; He was 
debating with himself whether he 
should be a party to this blackmarket- 
ing, while some others bought and 
left. Then a policeman appeared on 
the scene and hanied away the ticket 
vendor. Before - my friend left the spot, 
however, the ticket vendor had re- 
appeared without the policeman and 
avain started Offering tickets. My 
friend finally decided to have one and 
held out Rs. 2.00 for it, 
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“Another 50 paise,” said the man. 


“You saw me going with the police- 
man. The cost has increased by 


The Press 


Without Within ¥ 


COMMENTATOR 


fkoM newspaper reports it would 
| appear that the conference of 


Indian envoys in South and South- 
East Asian countries was a unique 
event, In the halcyon days of non- 


alignment such conferences used to be 
held periodically by Mr Netiru, espe- 
cially on his visits abroad—perhaps 
to save foreign exchanges. Not much 
came out Of these conferences, as 
India’s present international stature, 
or lack of it, will testify. Mrs Gandhi 
is merely trying to revive a practice 
which died a natural death, Just as 
her visits abroad, more frequent per- 
haps than her fathers, have not reha- 
bilitared India in world affairs, the 
New Delhi conference of envoys has 
produced nothing, except for a pious 
resolve appropriate for the season. 
Newspapers are not, however, deter- 
red; they regard it as the beginning 
of a diplomatic offensive against China, 
@ signal for a race to fill the power 
vacuum that will be created in the 
region by the withdrawal of Britain 
and the U.S.A. Not all papers are 
avreed on how India should go about 
this, though they are all in favour of 
a confrontration with China, Some of 
the papers doubt if economic confron- 


tation alone will enable India to 
gchieye its objective, 
Pleading for a mulitary alliance, 


obviously against China, The Indian 
Express says that officially we are 
allergic to ihe mere mention of war 
whereas the word peace sends us into 
sturry-cyed ‘raptures. Yet our fre- 
guent claim to be peace-loving has 
net prevented us from being embroiled 
in war, When in one and the same 
breath we disdain any military com- 
mitment on our part and insist that 
the responsibility for filling the gap 


Rs. 5.00 and I have only 
So, each ticket will be mo 
and not Rs, 2.00 as carliggy 


1 a. (| 
4 ‘y “a il 
nual, ine of | 
Buk “Asmin co’ 
i te taken off 
-" = overture 
ening an agresime 
et opeacefu 
aking of th 
is a warning 
 mumileire 32 
ahie ee senit Japar 
a itor, atid Japi 


| 7a 
ayiel 


left by the withdrawal of i [Rossin as th 
military presence in this rege i Tending parce 
of the neighbouring coutipm » thik “ peasitic 
does. India’s responsibility Sie A Maviour will 

lt is possible that India vial _ huseont Japa 
role jn East and South-Eeas = military Pp 
the analogy of Japan whog rk fo um na 
stances. have compelled to ext Japan 
strictly economic plane, Ti on: providing alc! 
cause Japan's defence iy | Es Asin. Th 
under-written by the Pom 3 the o1 
have forced her into. an ew that the 

strait-jacket, But India i mipounthies Of th 
guarantee and its. miicuny ae a oy building t 
its own. responsibility. Uncgy ie ‘ogee and 
two super-Powers no cow un aii towards 
position to defend ‘elf mote of Loc 
wilhoul some arrangement 9 Times: ef indi 
neighbours, India’s refusal a ‘alliance. 

while legitimately tuking ev ‘fear of C 


tunity to extend trade aod 


commu Su 
will only intensify its isolafiniy 


e of it appesr 


enlarging its imfluctice. Thi ef the sense of 
from the emergence of Austil Si mutts bast Asis | 
leader in this region with 7% soedl than it is. 
ment and people prepared i 04 the Latin 
their military responsibilities y wt decline ‘«) 
tending their economic ing h nathan in { 
country cannot seek the WW < own good pea 
disdaining the former, parate equation 
The Hindustan Times doen Cott mounists i 


with this for, im tts hie b S New Delhi h: 
ger of communist expanss t rlia’s resourci 
South- East Asia would scok { beyond u 


not perhaps from a dima: "ts yes : the 
confrontation by China but mitons is. likely 

ternal subversion. The ats my 1, Pe ., hop to tha sar 
not military alliances which | pm to coirie. 1 | 


to counter-military alliances, 


ue New Wethi is : 
strengthening the économie i 


“a a the momen 


cal stability of the countries relunions | 
Delhi conference has come ® reo in the 
Whether Prince Narodom heres, “Th 
will be content or not wih By mever want indi 
Ho Chi Minh’s assurance (hl a ot thoroy pol 


DECEMBER if 


dave only 10 
be now & 


as earlier.* 


wal of {he 
this reoiony 
Z count 
sibility cug 
ndia visual 
uth-East A 
in whom | 
led to on 
inc. Thor 
nce is Thi 
| Power 
oO in 2 
dia hag ig 
lary defer 
- Excepth 
country | 
itself m 
sment wil 
fusal 1608 
ae covery @ 
an nF) 
solation Gi 
This & 
Austral 
wilh @ Ge 
red 9 Shit 
ities whit 
: In flivence 
Te JOtieg 


a 
x 


does fot 
nion, the 
1810 RT| 
seek ID 
lirect mi 
bat fig 
iSWer fa 
ch mia 
locs, he 
ic and 
TICS; A 
ne 

iT] 


th 


t Petline of 


maimalion in the region prefers, 


Now Delhi 


conic. 
MW Delhi is somewhat preoccu- 
ihe moment with 


EMBER 26, 
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the inter-State disputes which erupt 
in the Asian région from time to time. 
A policy of judging issues on merits 
is bound to become sterile if jt leads 
lo political isolationism. Il is precise- 
ly because New Delhi had. backed 
Malaysia to the hilt in its confronta- 
fion with Jakarta durine President 
so¢ckarno’s rule that firm ground exists 
today for it to build up a close friend- 
ship both with Indonesia and Malaysia 
onthe basis of mutoal respect. The 
paper has recommended the imme- 
diate setting up of a permanent and 
powerful machinery for forward plan- 
ning Of the country’s external relations 
in economic matters. 


Chavan’s Scare 

The scare raised by Mr Chavan is 
spreading fast. Reports of Naxalile 
activities are pouting in from. all sorts 
of places, not all of them likely. It is 
doubtful if the Naxalites themselves 
were aware that they had such a large 
following in the country and practi- 
cally in all States, including the Con- 
gress citadel of Maharashtra. The 
Bombay police is busy erasing so-call- 
ed Naxalite slogans from the walls of 
Bombay city, and a witch-hunt has 
started. Several political parties, in- 
cluding of course the Coneress, the 
Swatantra, and the Jana Sangh, orga- 
nised a demonstration in protest agains! 
the appearance of Naxalite slogans in 
the city. The demonstration burnt 
ceremonially an efioy of Mao Tse- 
tung. A four-column picture publish- 
ed in the front page of a Bombay 
paper shows the demonstrators carry- 
ing the effigy. their faces lit up with 
What Is supposed to be patriotic fer- 
vour, Understandably, the teadership 
of the campaign has béen assumed by 
Mr Bal Thackeray, leader of the no- 
torious Shiv Sena. Tt would have 
been strangr indeed if shoal else 
had done it when the cue wa piven 
by Mr Chavan himself. The ss lee 
er has alleged that an engineering “a 
is harbouring Naxalites: who have been 
brought to the city by an employee of 
the firm. Tt should be a safe bet thot 
neither the owner of the firm nor tlic 
employee referred to is a Maharash- 
trian. Jn Order that his party may not 
be left far behind a Swatantra leader 


quickly discovered about 4f1 active 
Naxalites in the labour areas of Parel 
and Dadar. 

Mr Chavan must have his own rea- 
sons for raising the alarm, and they 
may not be strictly limited to provid- 
ing the State Governments with a 
pretext to detain politically inconyve- 
Wient persons under the Preventive De- 
tention Act, The arrests have already 
been quite widespread, and their im- 
pact on certain political parties ts there 
for everybody to-see. But the uses to 
which the scare is being put by the 
State Governments arc many, The 
Lucknow correspondent of Parrior re- 
sity that the scare of Naxalbari type 
of revolt by the peasantry in Uttar 
Pradesh is being raised by supporters 
of vested interests and those who want 
tO suppress the poor trying to assert 
thetr rights. Recently, there was 
talk of Naxalbari im the eastern dis- 
tricts Of the State. What happened in 
fact in the area was some feeble at- 
tempts by the landless peasants to 
occupy unoccupied land for cultiva- 
tion. In trying to-occupy land “in an 
unauthorised manner” the landless 
peasints were doing nothing new ; 
they wére only trying to emulate the 
big landholders in the area who had 
initially grabbed large tracts with the 
connivance of the very authorities who 
are now Obsessed with the movement 
of the landless peasantry. The av- 
thorities not only connived at the un- 
authorised occupation of land by the 
big moneyed farmers and farming 
“companies” but had, after a period 
of irregular occupation of land, regu- 
larised the illegal occupation. ‘The dis- 
trict of Lakhimpurkheri in the Terai 
region On the Indo-Nepal border offers 
many typical examples of this beha- 
viour by the authorities. Here larze 
areas were occupied by big farmers 
Ulevally, and the occupation was later 
regularised. However, when some 
landless peasants also tried to do the 
same, the authorities rushed the police 
to prevent what they now call “Naxal- 
bari’. Last year armed police were 
sent twice to Palia subdivision of the 
district to evict the landless “Naxalites” 
from the land they had occupied. The 
police was, of cours¢, helped by “law- 
abiding citizens” who had heen earlier 
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allowed be encroach upon thousands 
of acres of land. In fact, the clashes 
between the big encroachers and the 
landi¢ss were made the pretext for 
police intervention, The bie farmers, 
anticipaling polica support, were the 
first to attack the landless. When the 
latter retailed, the polices rushed to 
establish law and order and forestall 
“Naxilbari” by evicting the tandless 
from the land they had occupied, The 
police went through the usual routine 
of beating up the landless, burning 
down their huts, arresting them and 
prosecuting them under various charges 
of & serious nature. 

The season of goodwill is upon ts, 
and everyone must be preparing in his 
own way for the occasion, A Delhi 
paper has reported that the Prime 
Minister has decided to send a light 
yellow grecting card in hand-made 
paper with a sloka from Yajur Veila 
on it. The sloka is: May I be able 
to look upon all beings with the eye of 
a frend; may we look upon one an- 
other with the eye of a friend. ‘The 
report indicates. appropriately it seems, 
that few people within the country can 
expect to get this card from the Prime 
Minister. 
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Damning the Ultras 


RATHINDRANATH CHATTAPADHVAY 


NLY a few months ago I had 
— the opportunity of going through 
a wonderful Bengali short story. It 
was all about a priest, old and infirm, 
who had none but his young daughter 
to look after. His misery Was some- 
what ended when the students of a 
girls’ college invited him to perform 
lhe pujas, Like all other priests he 
knew that soil from a brothel ts a 
musi for the pujas and decided to col- 
lect it himself, as the girls, all coming 
from respectable families, refused to 
do i, He, however, failed to collect 
soul from any brothel as he was sus- 
pected to be a spy by the prostitutes 
and thrown out of the boundary, t- 
jured, he stumbled back to his place 
only to find his daughter embracing-a 
notorious young man of the locality. 
He shouted “Eureka” in joy and start- 
ed collecting soil trom his own court- 
yard, To his refined sensibility his 
daughter was a better prostitute than 
most of the professjonal ones. 

Professional prostitutes do mot ap- 
pear yery frequently in Bengali litera- 
ture these days but amateur ones do, 
According to Funk and Wagnalls, 
pornography means a story about pros- 
titutes. In the strict sense of the 
term, only a few of the current Ben- 
pali works are pornographic. But if 
pornography means “anti-life’ litera 
ture, as Mr M. S. Prabhakar said in 
Frontier (September 28). most of the 
novels, novelettes and short storiés 
published in recent: times are nothing 
but pornographic. 

This new trend in liferature started 
with the publication of Bihar—s 
novelette by Samaresh Basu—in 
Desh magazine. We wonder whether 
Basu would have had the conrape to 
wrile such a novelette had he not been 
backed by the daring Desh eroup. 
The typic#l Buddhadeva Bose-ish 
eroticism had long ceased to provoke 
readers. They were eagerly waiting 
fora new type. The older type of 
eroticism had moments of refinement 


but the Jay man failed to grasp 
the inherent poety, The demand, 
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Hho Woult that intel- a strength-of-fists competition with macy—her gaping mouth exposed lust, 
Poa it & great existentia- his friend Ranjan:—“Il was extremely her eyes demanded conjugation.” 
m iney will never realize that painful and yet I did not utler a single Existentialism? One would hale to 
mpititinp! to ridicule ¢xisten- word. All the friends were requesting associate. the great philosophy with 
fiiompny, tis hard to believe Ranjan to let me go. Ranjan, how- this sort of writing. In Dwipanwita, 
wir! Basu, who started his ever, did not like the idea, He was’ Basw had his third story with the back- 
WMiraist, should be so dia~ looking at my wrinkled face. IT knew ground of murder. 

Me ridicule students with & that Iwas looking real bad at that Of course, one swallow does not 


tr sonnet 
eh Poetic, 
nted mg TU 


SJ Ohi Wit that is what precise- titne. All of a sudden Ranjan let me make a-summer. The puja numbers 
(heir cing fe. there can be nd doubt go .. and then said, ‘come on,'stand brought quite a few miniature Sama- 
mectings Print students—whom we mea bottle of beer !, Anath came to resh Basus to the forefront. One 


young ti 
. pictares ap 
and Fale 
These im 


shers Ig 


muiite—are fis tirects. But soothe me but before he could do so, such litterateur is) Sankar Chatto- 
fit the only man to have I shouted, ‘get out sala heachoi’. padhyay whose Ariday Rajva is -n 
Sue Nisxalites. We also have Others laughed merrily at whet I had Judicrous attempt to imitate Basu. 
ie aeen them. They are, as said and Anath shouted ‘this is simply Moreover, traditional tilillating writers 
Gupta said in his Calcwna bourgeois entertainment’, Before he like Prabodh Sanyal have not stopped 
Dsomber 25), nice young could finish, Nitish taunted him—my writing this year—they are only more 
® women, far more sensible foot, this bégvar has brought some eloquent and less refined, 
eredrinkine, twist-dancing, bourgeois entertainment from now- 

rag ening bo-lambs of busin- here.” Nitish criticizes Anath’s view However, there is still a very 
Peihey are basically different that fist competition is ‘a sort of bour- healthy flow of sanity in. Bengali 
Meumer middle class teddies— geois entertainment and gets the favour fiterature even today and this is qute 
meeiivin their thoughts and of the writer. Ranjan’s mother is it evident from some fine  novelettes 
ion Weir behaviour. It is diffi- love with Nitish and he knows that published this year. A unite story 
“nagine a Naxaltte going her Meshy body is for his delivht! of the frustrations of young girls has 
Naw Grothe! alter having # This Nitish is Basu’s New Man; Anath been written by Ashapurna Devi: 1 
Pe witihite police, Thus the belongs to the old world because, un- doubt whether this noveélette will re- 
why does Basi try to like Mitish, he does and says what he ceive the attention it deserves. but it 
iii #s immoral youne men? Delicyes, Let us mot forget that Nitish has all the qualities of a great nove- 
words obyious, if'a bad man is also a revolutionary ! lette: Here is realism at its best. 
te thit he is good, he will In Bingsha Satabdi, Basu’s Andha- ‘These are the sirls whom we know 
ie iy shout at the top of his xarer Gan also has murder but Jess of and see every day in trams and 
| maim Man is bad, therefore, [ “‘existentialism”. Warish and Nagen buses: These ate the girls with whom 
; Ou ea The failure of Patak ties managed to loot'a lot of money. we sympathize; The same can be 
rE colt ie. ml that Basu tried to vilify & Nagen fled with the bag, was chased said of a_ story by Harinarayan 
Hectitel # eudents who do not deserve by the police and ultimately killed by Chattopadhyay in Nabakallol, But 
Sis fine uf Wied. Moreover, there is 2 bullel. Harish was not known to the novel by Banaphool itt the same 
lent a ey Nothing of existentialism in the police. He had come in search of magazine is a class by itself. We are 
. new Hf a Ralph Pox crificized Dickens the bag. He knew that the bag must happy fo note that age has develop- 
ine fetitirsting deep into the heart be im Nagen’s home, He decided tO) 6eth (and not affected) his sense of 
+t hope | He called Dickens unrea- sleep with Nagen’s wife and find out refinement. He is, as he has always 
crs— OR mui Dickens failed to move the truth, He succeeded in sleeping been, sarcastic. critical and simple - 
ita, Ji he wutace, thanks to his belief with Nagen’s widow (and that, too, It is high time writers and readers 
1d Nay iti miicwlity is reality, Dickens within a month of Nagen’s death); but were conscious of the sinister designs 
at leah & Bint reality is but ‘always &void- could not find out the baz. He went of a group of influential publishers, 
‘lctte, Se iim at cracial moments because on with the game. “Ii was dead at There are people who, instead of be- 
Siiong Victorian: make-believe.. might, there was darkness all over. ing fish-sellers, are publishers by a 
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sh 7 Mi praiperity forced the Victo- Minoti was lying on bed. One of her strange joke of the Almighty. But 
and Meade realism. Basu, we fear, breasts was fully exposed. It would the mentality of the fisherman re- 
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mourn what realism is. His be hard to believe that she was the mains. Students of serious literature 
4 Agtually the creation of ereen mother of two children. Her breasts should sce them in their true colours: 
= the more he tries to pene- reminded one of those of young girls 
fi the hearts of frustrated —developed yet slightly soft. The , “58 
men. Wie more he removes: him- ‘sari was thrown in another corter of Quragent at Vatiarasi Js 

i Ue things he wants. His the bed. Her lower portion was par- , , 

Bally “anti-life’, his “existen- tially covered with a sheet. Harish MANNALAL DAS 

Pi the synonym of “anti-exis- kept his mouth close to the open 

i’) Ais young man is having breast. Minoti wanted more of inti- D-35/321A jangambari | 
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Year’ 


S Biggest 


By AN Arr Critic 


Pt thirty-third annual exhibition 

Of the Academy ot Fine Arts, 
whith Was inaugurated on December 
15 by Mr Atul Bose, is a show that, 
judged. purely by justifies the 
sponsors’ claim as being the climax 
lo the year’s arl events. The exhibits 
number three hundred and seventy, 
the works of arlsts are Irom practical- 
ly all over the country, There are 
paintings to suit all tastes; small, 
meditim and large); abstract, semi- 
abstract and representational; oils, 
water colours, tempers, paper colla- 
ees and three-dimensional collages, 
sketches: andl graphics: Besides, there 
dfe a number Of sculptures which in- 
clude some wood carvings. 

The reviewer would like to begin 
with a candid confession : the review- 
ingot such adarge and omnibus exhi- 
bition adequately is a job beyond. his 
competence, Neither has he the tn- 
clinaion ta pick on individual items 
and pontificate on them. Apart from 
jargoneering and giving venl to judg- 
meétts of dubious validity such an at- 
tempt will make the review iook like 
a Slightly abridged version of the list 
Of paintings in the exhibition. ¢ata- 
logue. Uhe review will, therefore, be 
confined to some broad general ob- 
servations summing up his impressions 
Of the exhibition, 

The general standard of the exhibits 
this year seems to be better than that 
of the past few years. Understandably, 
there are quite a number of paintings 
that deserve to be hung only in. their 


tha ys 
be, 


that have gene unhonoured which are 
in his view superior to some that have 
been honoured. Fimalhy, sone of the 
best works in the exhibition are by 
younger urtists whose panies are little 
kiownl Or UNKTOWH [1 msi! of Us, 
Likewise, a few known veterans have 
contributed canvases of which pe tyro 
would not be. particularly proud. ) 

The sculptures exhibited are few 
in number of which are inter- 
esting. 

The exhibition will continue til 
January 17 and will be both a Christ- 
mas and New Year attraction. It is 
hoped that the large nuinber of peo- 
ple who will, undoubtedly. Visit the 
exhibition will find it as interesting and 
enjoyable as this: reviewer did. And 
those who have more than « layman’s 
interest in puintings cay repeat their 
Visits and pick their ows winners, a 
job on which the reviewer has fallen 
down rather badly. 


A New Play 
By A 
HALACHAL’S fourth production 


in ‘five. vears, that was how the 
president of the group described their 
new play in his prefatary speech at 
Rabindra Sadan the other evening, 
Dhanapati Grepter, ditected by Rabi 
Ghosh, seeks to he profound in analv- 
sing soctal rélations in a slapstick sort 
of way. The racketeer {s-exposed by 
ai horde of burglars and &x-convicts in 
a stale of drunken stupor. Dhanapati, 
the ame signifies what he stands for. 
Indnages to be free from prison after 
a week through the manipulations of 
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DRAMA Critic 


themselves and js branded 

ier who fatlened imei y 
cxpense. The police arrive 
day to-dispurse the drunkard 
ai rbing the peace-]OV Tie wil 
The spell is iy 


feighibours, 
Tad ci & i | . 
Diinapati scratches: his )ead 
himself back to reality, 

As a production jt Jeaves 
be desired, The. excellent 
proper  fhaltine 
locking but aK ritekity 
ihe 
pose, 


nce | 
clint 
from 
repeats i 
WHICH alsy ivi Tika 
cect, The gist is notexaulill 
Sury party in the sehénie He 
Thete are sone good perm 
When alter Dheminal (Ree 
has gone aw: fev) Wy 
(he others take the floor | 
some time, ‘the audience -yewhs 
arrival back. Even in his mi 
ments. he ts cApressive,. Amo ' 
Bhola Dutt and Nemai Giliia 
the stage for the longest 
hever seem tirhiie. Ofie Live 
could say (he same thine abour 
body else, 


ML 


Same type detract 
Lhe 


sald af rye 
Lhd 


“eo Maly 


Ly WS 


Let bers 
Kerala 


K. P, R. Gopalan desea 
attacks on the police atations wl 
chery and Pulpally, a “bey 
ihe teachings of Mao Tse-tunge 

What are the facts? One) 
that. poor Ajitha thought thay 
sands of people would join tem 
the “revolution” started. 


Peler 0) 


eho 


i on 
power 


Another fact relating to dig 
pc nce 


sands of people joitting’ is thi 


creators’ archives, but such paintaings fj. politician licutenant, Then by a 

i + 4 is a i ™ | . } . ms ; 
are less visible than before. There <jrapee coincidence, singularity of pur- 
we tried 


are also paintings. which look anony- 
mous, a kind of mifiature version of 
many one-man shows put up by paint- 
ters whose zeal Overruns their artis- 
ry. But a sizable percentage of paint- 
ings is technically competent. which 
is saying a lot. And the few good 
ones are fine jobs. To stress the ob- 
vious, the award-winning ones—there 
are twelve of them—are not necessari- 
ly the best but they reflect the taste 
of the panel of judges. The reviewer 
can readily mention three paintings 
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pose, ta be precise, as many as seven 
characters break into his chamber in 
search of wealth but find the author 
of many misdeeds that Dhanapati is. 
Each one has a story not very distinct 
‘rom the other; the motivation. which 
is escape from hunger and privation. 
led them downhill, Apparently they 
fire keen to steal a drink rather than 
a million from the capitalist’s kitty, 
Dhanapati and the-rest have a con- 
frontation. He is hauled up before 
an improvised court set by the thieves 


) go on the offenpivg 
the masses are. not awaken, 
would be adventurism, Ifwol 
on leading the «masses ‘dtain 
will, we would: certainly (iM 
“the revolutionary war ig the l 
the masses; jt cun he waetd al 
mobilizing the masses and @ 
on them.” (Man Tse-tung), Su 


question arises, had the Nig 


family studied the situation 
masses? If they had, then tie 
sent position would never hel 
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fy Of foreign 


Mii! ‘by now the whole of 
mu hive been tumed into a 


om nist State f 


MO people wito joined Nara- 
mr iitisidered to be the 
moksrola, then the whole ad- 
Bw completely divorced from 
Ben power crows Out of the 
mee pin. Bit it is not only a 
Ms neeessury for revolution. 
peeutiry Ihe sea-called ‘extrée- 
mS Teyected tte parliamentary 
ealverie, Nor only this, at 


mio they are even helping the 


Tithe coming elections. But 


Saminst Party of China says, 


Piminmentary form of struggle 
tiliy ttitized*’ (Delegation 

CMC ih the Soviet Wnion—No- 

eAN, 1957). 

eDitiseites are calling this 

me revolution, But was it 

me mvyolution? No. In a 

Or tevolution the masses are 

mye. Jt ig not a. revolu- 

people. with the masses 

ou Without sympathy, 

POC suggest that Mr Naraya- 

MUA or CBI agent, But J 


mmy Wap he js no true Maoist, 


Re piople the product of that 
P Wmmunsm which Lenin 
a ietantile disorder>” 

fee tis nd relation with ad- 


mand terrorism. 


N. K.: S: 


Foreign Capital 


bitter has reference 
mit Ictters published 
man ine “ol” crisis, The crisis 
men ihe inflience of foreign 
ihe Indian economy. and 
fer wields. The volume and 
cupital im the 
ea im siown by means of 
mamoway table as under : 


ihe 


(Ks. in crores) 
| 196] 1965 
PP ouitsy, 7,700 11,610 
fin ities ol 
Mem) sewtoy 
Himniities of thy 
Md sector 


1073.4. 2341.6 


649.0 905.0) 
L422.4 3246.6 
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This table-is too 
Obvious limilations.. (Those who are 
witrested can consult the benchmark 
sirvey on Foreign Assets and Liabill- 
tics of India by the RBI and also a 
lollow-up report published in its bul- 
i¢lin in March (1967), Moreover. 
these figures dO mol say anything 
about the varions facilitics given to the 
loreign mvestors in the form of relax- 
ed conditions for tux 
reliet, repatriation guarantec and sun- 
dry other concessions (in fact, the 
proclamations of Mr Desai 
show that another spurt of concessions 
is in the offing.) Nevertheless, it 
shows tm absolute terms the volume 
und trend. of foreign capilal in India: 
it shows that roughly about one-third 
of ‘the total capital invested im India 
up to 1965 was drawn from various 
foreign saurces, private and official 
(the report in the RBI bulletin: in 
March 1967 predicts. a tising trend), 

The main sectors in which foreign 
capital Has @Vviniced ititerest are mait- 
ly petroleum, iron and stecl, manufac- 
turing industries, inchiding heavy en- 
eimecring, wid projects leading to the 
crealion ef yarious social Overheads 
like building up Of dams, power pene- 
ration and ‘similar things. Obviously, 
the mijn sauree is the USA: and'various 
world bodies under direct or indirect 
control oO] the US. Other countries 
wich have also contributed’ substan- 
lially are, in order of the volume of 
theit ‘aid’, the UK and the USSR and 
West Germany, 

Recently Soviet ‘aid’ has increased 
markedly. One notable feature of 
this aid is that, unlike the capitalistic 
ald, it has gone into the basic sectors. 
lemay be too unjust to complain about 
ine Soviet exploitation. and perhaps 
foo early lo lerm it as social imperial 
ist (the term was used by Lenin, at 
a different point of History). But 
there is no denying the fact that the 
soviet Tinion in these days is trekking 
the bourgeois path of diplomacy to 
fight the capitalist countries, 

in short, we ‘find that foreign capi- 
tal has permeated into all the impor- 
fant sectors of our economy and has 
transformed it into an economic co- 
lony. In this exploitation its chief 
collaborator is the comprador cupi- 


simple and’ has 


collaboration, 


inek py a 
eee 


talist class of India. The plang with 
their huge expenditure on transport 
ind communication and other’ social 
overheads were formulated to help 
them in this plunder, An witness of 
it is the recently completed railway 
connecting Visakhapatnam lo the 
mines Of Boiladilla. Its purpose is to 
hely Japan to exploit the iron ores of 
We resign. Hs historic paralle! is: the 
opening of railways in India by — the 
British in the 19th century, 

In this situation the talk of self- 
reliance by New Delhi is sheer hypo- 
crissy ; ifs purpose is to hoodwink the 
people. No redress of the grievances 
of workers or, for that matter, of the 
people can come from this quarter, It 
will be good if the leaders of our left 
institutions realise this and change the 
mode and terrain of the strugele. 

A READER 
Calcutta 


a : = } 
Corription - 

Mohim Roodro’s discussion in your 
issue of December 7 of a “left left 
left” who fiddled three rupees from his 
Office account does not surprise me. 


L have puzzled a “left lefy left’ (who 
does not use contraceptives for reasons 
of vanity rather than pleasure) by my 
surprise at his lack of loyalty to his 
sexual pariners. He explains, “But, 
Mrs, Haldane, they are only very poor 
women. No, of course, | do not give 
them money, that would be prostitu- 
on and criminal, but I choose women 
who are so poor that it is impossible 
that they could arouse any emotion in 
me . 


What should these women think of 
him? | fearsome of them admire 
lim partly as a .consequence of his 
POuuCAal activity, however little they 
nay understand it. Should “a revotu- 
lionary” who “believes i changing 
sicery” purtake of intitacy with 
someone precisely because thal person 
is more economically Oppre¢sed than 
himself ? 

EH. Spurway 
(Mrs J, B, S. HALDANE) 
Hyderabad 
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Marriage, Vedic Style 
The: article “Corruption | Corrup- 
tion 1" (Devember 7) is a timely 
exposure of pséudo-revoluyonaries 
and phrase-mongers, [he recent 
marriage of the dauehter of an Andhra 
extremist leader, in the most traditional 
Hindu style with the chanting of 
vedichymns, shows how much Iaith 
he has In whial he preaches: as a reyo- 
lulionary leader. 

ONLOGKER 

Hyderabad 


Violence For What ? 


[ am inclined to disagree with 
Mr Khokan Majumdar’s platitudiniz- 
ing in Frontier (December 14), His 
contention that “violence is NOL ne¢es- 
sarily associated with crime’ may be 
correct. But his ‘endeavour to: delve 
deep into the root cause of all this 
social malaise’ has really been infract- 
uous especialiy when there is hardly 
any instance of violence having ever 
been mduiged in by the terylene shirt- 
ed young students as a protest against 
any social malaise. Trains and trams 
and buses were not burnt to hammer 
home a demand for an increase in the 
rice ration in Caleutta; no demons- 
tration was held to have the city 
communications improved. Nor were 
many men and women killed in 
July 1960 of chormous property 
destroyed in Janoary 1968 in Assam 
as a protest against social injustices, 
Nor indeed did the BHU young men 
and the Lucknow students take to vio- 
lence with a view to improving their 
lot. 

Last year in Rajasthan | had the 
misfortune of seeing the students des- 
troying anything that was English (ex- 
cept of course their trousers and 
shirts), Four months age, in Indore 
some of us were derided and abused 
by some young students on the road 
for Our conversation among ourselves 
in a janguage that was not Hindi, 

Living as he does near Calcutta, 
Mr Majumdar should know better 
how many thousands in Calcutta are 
pavement dwellers. They are not 
known tO have burnt any tram. Mr 
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McNamara was ‘slighted’ not because 
living conditions in Calcutla. were 
considered sub-human, ihe reasons 
are too obvious. 

So also are the reasons why Mr 
Majumdar sent his lener to Frontier 
instead of sending it to the Inelish 
daily that carried the editonal “Privi- 
legged Hoodlums’. As a reader ol 
that: daily, Mr Majumdar certainly 
knows that whatever ‘bad name’ it 
may have, it has at feast the honesty 
to publish even the dammedest thing 
said against it—a reputation that 
Frontier cannot also be credited with, 

ASHITAVA GHOSH 
Secunderabad 


Irregular Appointment 


Allow me to congratulate Mr J. 
Mukherji on his letter cntitled “Irre- 
gular Appointments” (December 14) 
in which he criticizes the DPI for not 
taking active interest in the interviews 
and results of the empanelled teachers 
of Government sponsored colleges. 
As Mr Mukherji points out, this has 
led to the victimization of a number of 


icachers. Some of the evils of the 
Bnotish regime have recently been 
revived by the bureaucrats of 


Writers’ Building. The worst is the 
system of promoting lecturers to assis- 
tant professors on the basis of jnter- 
views, Fora long time, promotion 
on the basis of seniority was the rule. 
Thus even when freedom-joving lec- 
turers were engaged in hitter quarrels 
with the Secretary or the DPi or the 
principals, they were promoted wher- 
ever vacancies occurred. The worst 
possible confidential reports could at 
best delay appointment, but the candi- 
dates used to achieve success ulltimate- 
ly. The interview system has deprived 
the teachers of « very legitimate right. 


Immediately before the last general 
election we had the opportunity of 
hearing a Jot about departmental 


screcning to be conducted by the 
“ruling party” if it returned to power. 
It did not, and the proposal for de- 
partmental screening was suspended 
by the bureaucrats. There is no doubt 
that President’s rule in West Bengal 
has given these bureaucrats all the en- 


































coursgement they svantedl, 
of promotion by interview a 
helping them in their bIGe 
“onwanted elements” mn Go 
colleges. Wide breaches leg 
been seen in the civil list & 
example: a lecturer in Tae 
ought 10 have been promou 
basis of seniority has been ai 
by a jumor who, for a long, 
not engaged in delivering i 
cliass-room. Another cxempl 
a fow weeks ago, substantivg 
is English literature were 
submil “papers” for two po 
stated in the notice that they 
would be departmental. Hi 
have heard from the honey 


that the interview is going 
farce. Some people were dil A 


an] ¢lsewhere for “higher 
They have decided to comed 
fow of them have ulveady 
They will have to be accom 
Fortunalsely, tvo persons juve 
So, a “departmental intervigw 
to be staged. Some ten ta iil 
fortunates who have tlosta@ 
they had by shouting at it 
their voices in the clin 
eather together and be askedy 
of odd questions not really @ 
with P.U. and B.A. studi 
have, al least, suceeeded in 
world know that they ans & 
powerful than people like thea 
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Socialist State? 


One of the leftist parties fa 
revisionists. are in powor inj 
Russia, but all the same sheds 
ist State | I find this con 
Lenin said that the internah@® 
of the revisionists is bourse 
their external character 8a 
helpers of imperialism. 4d 
where the revisionists, who ae 
geois jn cligracter, are if 
should be called, not a ‘soc 
u capitelist State (or sociak 
State). 

i may be wrong because] 
a “ Marixxst” } 

AsiM BHA 
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» APLEASURE To GIVE 
A JOY TO RECEIVE 


Hang out the mistletoe and take just one 
convenient stop for alt your shopping . the 
| nearest Bata Store. Here you'll find a 


i , cosy selection of footwear—right 
for everybody, for your family and your 
friends, Bata shoes make the most 
welcome of gifts, for they give comfort 


and pleasure the whole year round. 
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